12     HINDU TALES FROM THE SANSKRIT
" No ! no !   no ! " cried the woodcutter.    cc The pitclier ! the pitcher I   I will have the pitcher ! " w " Very well then, take, the pitcher," they sadly answered, " and never let us see your face again 1"
So Subha Datta took the pitcher, carrying it very, very carefully, lest he should drop it and break it before he got home. He did not think at all of what a cruel thing it was to take it away from the fairies, and leave them either to starve or to seek for food for themselves. The poor fairies watched him till he was out of sight, and then they began to weep and wring their hands. " He might at least have waited whilst we got some food out for a few days," one of them said. " He was too selfish to think of that," said another. "Come, let us forget all about him and go and look for some fruit."
So they all left off crying and went away hand in hand, Fairies do not want very much to eat. They can live on fruit and dew, and they never let anything make them sad for long at a time. They go out of this story now, but you need not be unhappy about them, because you may be very sure that they got no real harm from their generosity to Subha Datta in letting him take the pitcher.
19.  Do you think the woodcutter was wrong to ask for the pitcher ?
20.  What would have been the hest thing for Subha Datta to ask for, if he had decided to let the fairies keep their pitcher ?